
Society for
Viral Studies

GBM #2
October 17th, 2022



Welcome New Members!

Please sign in using the QR Code for attendance!



We aim to encourage scientific discussion, research, and exploration with UF’s 
undergraduate students who are interested in a career in science! We host a 

variety of meetings, guest lectures, socials, volunteer events, and trips with the 
common goal of developing the next generation of scientists. There is no 

major requirement to be involved and we do not charge dues.

Travel  |  Research  |  Mentorship  |  Volunteering  |  Leadership

What is the Society for Viral Studies?



Active Member Requirements 

Be a UF Student
01

Attend ~ ⅔ of meetings

02

Attend ~ ⅓ of events
03

- Priority for trip sign-ups
- Priority for committee positions

Benefits



Meet Our Faculty Advisor

Dr. Niam Montazeri

Assistant Professor of Food Virology 

Department of Food Science and 
Human Nutrition



Meet the Officers!

Brianna Garcia
President

Antonia LoFranco
Vice President

Erica Roberts
Treasurer

Michele Himadi
Secretary

Kira Kazi
Event Director

Sophie Penafiel
Public Relations Director

Urvi Patel
Trip Director



Middle School Outreach

● Ms. Winant of Howard Bishop Middle school is looking for our help in her 
6th-8th grade classes! 

● Connected us with 6th Grade teacher Ivy Grob
● Cellular Respiration-8th grade: Pushed back to Spring 
● January: Pathology-6th grade
● March-May: Ecosystems-7th grade

In November, Ms. Grob will be teaching topics of air pressure and particle motion with 
her class instead of Cellular Respiration (pushed back to Spring). This opportunity will 
be an all day commitment and will require transportation to Howard Bishop Middle 
(carpooling can be coordinated).



Thank you for coming 
out everyone!10/7

Homecoming 
Festival



Merch and Other Cool Stuff

● Our NEW T-shirts are for sale!
○ $20 each

● We still have some of our special 
stickers!
○ $3 each

● Rep SVS with logo stickers and buttons!
○ $1 each

● Grad cords will be available for active 
members who are graduating.
○ $10 each

● For all purchases you can Venmo 
@ericaroberts or pay in cash :)



How to find research…

Our biggest tips:
Take BCH4905 Science 

for Life Seminar! 
If your schedule can 

accommodate it, this class 
will get your foot in the door 

and provide a streamlined 
path to working in a lab.

Attend Research 
Fairs/Events

Going to these events let’s 
you speak to research 

coordinators directly and 
allows you to explore a 

variety of research 
opportunities!

Utilize CURBS & Personal 
connections

Use the CURBS website to look 
into position postings in areas 
of research that interest you. 

Use your connections! Don’t be 
afraid to ask for help from 

peers, mentors, advisors and 
teachers!

https://cur.aa.ufl.edu/research-s
earch/

Be persistent!
Of course, be polite, but show your enthusiasm.

If you're interested in a specific lab or paper– try contacting all the 
authors that worked on the paper or ar in the lab you see yourself 

joining. 

https://cur.aa.ufl.edu/research-search/
https://cur.aa.ufl.edu/research-search/


Email Examples



Our future speakers…



Journal Article Presentation

● We will now go over a relevant journal article covering ongoing research on 

diseases, pathology, and how viruses can be utilized as a potential cure.  

● The topic?

○ Using the same platform the Covid-19 vaccines were built on to 

cure/prevent cancer!



But First…
                          Kahoot!



General Research Article Structure

1. Abstract
a. A concise summary for reader to determine usefulness

2. Introduction
a. Provides context
b. Outlines the upcoming topics

3. Middle (Body)
a. Actual dive into information, data analysis, etc.
b. Separated into multiple paragraphs and subheadings

4. Discussion (Conclusion)
a. Discusses the results, data, and information,
b. Highlights the limitations of the study/experiment, 
c. Outlines what future research should focus on



Abstract



Article Analysis (Preview)



Introduction



Checkpoint 

● Why would mRNA be preferred as the sequence of choice over DNA?



Checkpoint 

● Why would mRNA be preferred as the sequence of choice over DNA?

○ mRNA (+) can be directly translated by cellular machinery (ribosomes)

○ DNA would have to cross nuclear membrane (nucleus) for transcription, then 

translation

○ Once DNA is in membrane, 

can be mutagenic and insert into genome



Checkpoint 

● Why are these experiments and methods even important? What is so special about 

immunotherapy?



Checkpoint 

● Why are these experiments and methods even important? What is so special about 

immunotherapy?

○ Cancer is constantly evolving

○ Specifically mutated to rapidly replicate

○ Adapts extremely well to current conventional treatments (radiation, 

chemotherapy)

○ Will over or under express membrane receptors to evade immune cells



Methods and Results



Methods and Results



Methods and Results



How Can Viruses Play A Role?

● Act as a delivery vector for mRNA

● Have advantages as well as 
drawbacks
○ Are great at infecting cells
○ Immune tolerance varies (prior 

infection)
○



Results

● Personalized Cancer Vaccine (PCV) for 

prostate cancer demonstrated proof of 

concept

● 80% higher levels of Cytotoxic T-Cells 

(tumor infiltrating)

● Overall Survivability was extended by 7 

months



Viral Outreach

● Thanks to everyone who came to our viral outreach button designing event! 
Everyone made really great designs!

● We will have a button making event soon in the Arts & Crafts Center in the Reitz 
basement, date TBA 

● Counts for volunteer hours
● If you would like to be added to the viral outreach channel, please reach out to 

Erica on Slack



Upcoming Events

Blaze Pizza Fundraiser
Monday, Nov. 21st 7-10pm
Blaze Pizza on SW Archer 

Road or Mobile Order
Bring your friends!

GBM 4
Monday, Nov. 14th at 7:30pm

Reitz Room 2350 or Zoom 
https://ufl.zoom.us/j/98737398845

GBM 5
Monday, Nov. 21st at 7:30pm

Reitz Room G330 or Zoom 
https://ufl.zoom.us/j/98737398845

Halloween Party
Thursday, Oct. 27th at 7:30pm

Location TBD

https://ufl.zoom.us/j/98737398845
https://ufl.zoom.us/j/98737398845


General Information

For more information about active 
member requirements, ordering 
viral merchandise, or a calendar of 
events, please refer to our website 
or see an officer!

virologyuf.weebly.com



—Dr. Jim Maruniak , SVS Founder

Balance your PIES (physical, intellectual, emotional, sleep)
Remove “um” from your vocabulary

Question everything
When everyone says you can’t, keep going

Don’t limit yourself; keep your options open
Don’t be scared to ask for help



Final Announcements
Join Slack via 
this QR code!



CREDITS: This presentation template was created by 
Slidesgo, including icons by Flaticon, and infographics & 

images by Freepik

Questions?
Thanks for coming!

virology.uf@gmail.com
uf-svs.slack.com

virologyuf.weebly.com

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr

